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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A camera control system capable of controlling 
a Od.deo camera connected to a camera server by 
transmitting a video camera control command from a 
5 client, wherein said client comprises input means for 
input-fting a video camera control command; and control 
requesx transmitting means for transmitting an 
acquisition request for a video camera control right to 
the camera server, when the video camera control 
10 command i)s input from said input means, 

and wherein the camera server comprises permission 
command issuing means for issuing a permission of the 
video camera control right to said client, in response 
to the acquisition control request for the video camera 
15 control right issued by said request transmitting means 
of said client; and control means for controlling the 
video camera \n accordance with the video camera 
control command issued by said client. 



20 2. A camera control system according to claim 1, 

wherein if the clVent is not granted the video camera 
control right, saoJd control request transmitting means 
transmits the acqua^sition request for the video camera 



25 



control right . 



3 . A camera control system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the client further comprises: 
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Jttorage means for storing the video camera control 
commanA input by said input means, the video camera 
control command according to the transmission of the 
acquisition request for the video camera control right; 
and 

control command issuing means for issuing the 
video camera \control command stored in said storage 
means to the qamera server, when a permission of the 
video camera control right is issued from said 
permission command issuing means - 



m 



15 



4, A camera\ control system according to claim 1, 
wherein said cont]\ol request transmitting means 
transmits at the s^me time the acquisition request for 
the video camera coVitrol right and the video camera 
control command inpu\t by said input means 



5. A camera con-Srol system according to claim 1, 
wherein said control request transmitting means 
20 transmits the acquisition request for the video camera 
control right and in suqcession the video camera 
control command input by\ said input means. 

A camera control system according to claim 1 , 
^the video camera control command includes at 
onAof an image pickup direction and a zoom 
magnification factor of the video camera. 
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\7 . A client capable of controlling a video camera 
via a \ietwork, comprising: 

put means for inputting a video camera control 
command ;\ and 

contVol request transmitting means for 
transmitting an acquisition request for a video camera 
control rignt to the camera server, when the video 
camera contrbl command is input from said input means. 



10 



8. A client according to claim 7, wherein if the 
client is not granted the video camera control right, 
said control request transmitting means transmits the 
acquisition request for the video camera control right. 



15 9- A client \according to claim 7, wherein the 

client further comprises: 

storage means Vor storing the video camera control 

command input by sai)d input means, the video camera 

control command according to the transmission of the 
20 acquisition request fc^r the video camera control right; 

and 

control command is'feuing means for issuing the 
video camera control coimnand stored in said storage 
means to a camera server\ when a permission of the 
25 video camera control righr is issued. 



10, 



A client according to claim 7, wherein said 
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contVol request transmitting means transmits at the 
same time the acquisition request for the video camera 
control right and the video camera control command 
input said input means 




11. \ A client according to claim 7, wherein said 
control request transmitting means transmits the 
acquisitiom request for the video camera control right 
and in succession the video camera control command 
input by saild input means. 

A client according to claim 1 , wherein the 
camera control command includes at least one of 
pickup direction and a zoom magnification 
factor oA the video camera. 

I3v. A camera server for controlling a video 
camera i\ accordance with an input video camera control 
command , comipr i s i ng : 

controAmeans for controlling the video camera in 
accordance wi\h the video camera control command issued 
by a client grahted a video camera control right; 

register means for registering the client granted 
the video camera control right; and 

reception means^ for receiving the video camera 
con t r o 1 command , 

wherein if the vidteo camera control command from a 
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cliebt not registered in said register means is 
recei^)ted, said register means registers the client if 
there \^ no other client registered, and said control 
means cdgntrols the video camera in accordance with the 
video camera control command. 

[4, A method of controlling a video camera by a 
lentVvia a network, comprising the steps of: 

inputting a video camera control command; and 
traiasmitting an acquisition request for a video 
camera control right to the camera server, when the 
video camera control command is input. 




15. A m^hod of controlling a video camera by a 
15 client via a network according to claim 14, wherein if 
the client is no^ granted the video camera control 
right, the acquisiVion request for the video camera 
control right is transmitted. 



20 16. A method of \controlling a video camera by a 

client via a network aacording to claim 14, further 
comprising the steps of: 

storing the input video camera control command, 
the input video camera comtrol command being associated 
25 with the transmission of tme acquisition request for 
the video camera control rigiht; and 

issuing the stored vide© camera control command to 
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a camera server, when a /permission of the video camera 
control right is issued 



ccntroll: 



17. A method of 
client via a network acc 
acquisition request for 
and the input video camera 
transmitted at the same 



ing a video camera by a 
ording to claim 14, wherein the 
the video camera control right 

control command are 
time. 



acc ord 



18. A method of cc 
client via a network 
acquisition request for 
is transmitted and in 
control command is transjmitted 



ntrolling a video camera by a 

ing to claim 14, wherein the 
the video camera control right 
sion the input video camera 



success 



controlling a video camera by a 
ording to claim 14, wherein the 
includes at least one of 
and a zoom magnification 



con mand 



ic n 



19. A method of 
client via a network acc 
video camera control 
an image pickup direct! 
factor of the video camera 

20. A method of controlling a video camera by a 
camera server in accordaAice with an input video camera 
control command, comprising the steps of: 

controlling the viddp camera in accordance with 
the video camera control tommand issued by a client 
granted a video camera control right; 



# • 
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registering the cld/ent granted the video camera 

control right; and 

receiving the video camera control command, 
wherein if the vid so camera control command from a 

client not registered is received, the client is 



registered if there is 



program for controllintj 
a network, the program 
inputting a video 



no other client registered, and 
the video camera is coiitrolled in accordance with the 
video camera control command. 



21. A storage medium storing a computer readable 



a video camera by a client via 
comprising the steps of: 
camera control command; and 
transmitting an acquisition request for a video 
camera control right td the camera server, when the 
video camera control command is input. 



20 



22. A storage medmum according to claim 21, 
wherein if the client i^ not granted the video camera 
control right, the acquisition request for the video 
camera control right is -transmitted. 



23. A storage mediufa according to claim 21, 
wherein the program further comprises the steps of: 
25 storing the input vidWo camera control command, 

the input video camera control command being associated 
with the transmission of tBie acquisition request for 
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the video camera control right; and 



issuing the stored 



video camera control command to 
a camera server, when al permission of the video camera 
control right is issued! 
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15 



20 
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24. A storage medium according to claim 21, 
wherein the acquisitioA request for the video camera 
control right and the Input video camera control 
command are transmitteji at the same time. 

25- A storage medium according to claim 21, 
wherein the acquisition request for the video camera 
control right is transmitted and in succession the 
input video camera comtrol command is transmitted. 

25. A storage mAdium according to claim 21, 
wherein the video camera control command includes at 
least one of an image I pickup direction and a zoom 
magnification factor of the video camera. 

27 . A storage mkdium storing a computer readable 
program for controlling a video camera by a camera 
server in accordance with an input video camera control 
command, the program (comprising the steps of: 

controlling the video camera in accordance with 
the video camera contdol command issued by a client 
granted a video camera! control right; 



- 32 - 



/. 



registering the cljLent granted the video camera 
control right ; and 

receiving the videj) camera control command, 
wherein if the vid 30 camera control command from a 



client not registered 
registered if there is 



s received, the client is 
no other client registered, and 
the video camera is coitrolled in accordance with the 
video camera control c Dmmand . 



